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orer the whole extent of the triangle, which was formed by the wound. I in¬ 
troduced into the nostrils two portions of large gum clastic sounds, for the pur¬ 
pose of preserving their form and diameter. They were commanded on the 
extenor by means of a thread, which I inserted into their anterior extremities. 
Graduated compresses were placed on the side of the nose, and a retentive 
bandage terminated the dressings. I had the satisfaction to learn, on my return 
from Moscow, that this superior officer had perfectly recovered without any 
deformity. The cure of this case is remarkable, on account of the seriousness 
?. If woun “> al, d ihe few vessels which kept up a communication between 
the flap, and the integuments of the face. Vitality was restored to the nose, 
and its reunion with the edges of the wound was exact and perfect.” 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

. the influence of Opium-eating on Health and Longevity.—A. recent trial 

Edinburgh, arising from the refusal of a life insurance company to pay a cer- 
ff n n Um .V' Vhl . Ch thc - v llad insured on life of Lord Mar, on the ground prin- 
cipatly, that the insured was in the regular practice of using laudanum to excess 
at the time lie effected the insurance, has elicited from Dr. Curistisok some 
interesting remarks in our cotemporary, the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal, for Jan. last, on the question, whether the habit of opium-eating is 
detrimental to health and longevity ? In the trial referred to, several physicians 
were examined, who all considered the habit very injurious; but few special 
tacts were known to the witnesses and these few rather countenanced the 
supposition, that a fair proportion of opium-eaters reach an advanced age. 

_ Itdoes not necessarily follow,” says Dr. Christison, “that the habitual use of 

narcotics must tend to shorten life. The practice of snuffing, smoking, or chew¬ 
ing tobacco, is not believed to have any such effect. It is true, that the much 
more injurious and more permanent eff ects which every repetition of a dose of 
opium produces on the digestive organs and on the nervous system, supply a 
stronger presumption of ultimate injury to life in the case of that drug, than 
exists in the instance of tobacco. But even these circumstances must not be 
too easily assumed as sufficient grounds for the belief that the practice of using 
opium in excess tends to shorten life. For it is well-known, that some disturbed 
Sf..°‘ ‘ lle nervous system, such as hysteria, may exist for a long time, and 
mat Uie functions of digestion may often be long and seriously disturbed by 
ordinary stomach complaints, without life being materially shortened. It is 
necessary then to appeal to special facts. 

“I have not been able to find any facts of the least value on the subject in 
medical records. The following cases, however, have been communicated to 
me by several of my fnends, in whose information I can place reliance.—1. A 
young lady of fivc-and-twenty has taken it largely for fifteen years. It was first 
administered secretly by her nurse to keep her quiet and save trouble; and the 
unhappy lady was subsequently compelled to keep up the practice for her 
comtort. She enjoys good health—2. A female, a patient of mine in the In- 
nnnary, a martyr to rheumatism, took it for ten years previous to her fortieth 
year, in the quantity of a drachm daily of solid opium. She then gave it up. 
Six months afterwards she was attacked with jaundice; subsequently she was 
several times severely ill of rheumatism; 3nd she died in her forty-third year of 
consumption. This women, however, led a licentious life from an early period, 
—si. A well-known literary gentleman, who has taken laudanum with some in- 
tOTausions, for twenty years, and occasionally to the extent of nine or ten 
H"ow attained bis forty-fifth year. He is spare in form, looks 
than he is, but is capable of undergoing a good deal of bodily fatigue, and 
loi° yS ‘“mm 111 ? s°°d health so long as he takes sufficient exercise. His al- 
, J “*d last an opportunity of conversing with him, was about nine 

ciuns of laudanum daily,—4. A lady in this city, alter drinking laudanum to 
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age takes about three ouncesTil^'S d '. ed ;- 5 - A lady of the 

pears to enjoy g-ood health_6. A Ldv l ^ se . d for many years. She ap- 

above twenty years, and is in trood h#**d»h b °- t years of has take n it 
tile daily practice of drinking two ounce.'nr 7 a char '*' on,! * n ’ who ila< l been in 
the aire ofsirtv ti.« ,, ° °V nccs °* laudanum for many years, died at 

what disease she died of although hedi' 13S 1 *V 5 (ict ’ does no ‘ remember 

literary gentleman, I „ & d,s ? ected . tb ' dead body.-8. An eminent 

since he was fifteen; and his daily ffloirance b !" thC bablt ?' takln ^ laudanum 
(twenty-si* ounces 1 mnsbtm. l.i " has sometimes been a quart bottle. 
Enormous as this dose may mnc-ir Um 11 ^ °i \ ud i num “"d one of alcohol, 
acquaintances. He is flCt is well-known to hi, 

lady of seventy, now alive has taken ,h„f and cn J°- vs good health.—9. A 
nearly forty years. She enjoy, mlcrable hlro” °“? CC ° f la,ldanum daily, for 
distances to visit her friends -10 An ’ and e e . very - vtar ‘ravels great 

ago at Leith, after taking about half an ounc^f?" l° f c ' sh . t - v . . d, vd a few years 
years; and she enjoyed tolerable health al" the time. n “' f fortJr 

attain a good oH age° Ub l)ut l> thU°cTrcmn a certain . " umbcr of opium-eaters may 
Sion, that a fair pAportion^ oftb^TTS^Sj! 0 "T tbe 

ards often attain old age would be« out Z ’J 3 """* Fact \ that drunk - 
on the whole, not inimical to longevft - The n^b b".', 3 '- d T kennesa 
persons die at an early ape of the effLu nV • C P robab,I,t y ,s » tha * many 
never heard of, simply from the rirr..mt? U f opium-eating-, whose habits are 
secret is detected. The cases now snerh, < rt 1 ,bat i lbe j d ‘ e youn S’ before their 

Cvlce 1 5*? less des^mcfit-e’than 

who use it habitually in so misembfe a ^ i" S l" dc 6 ree - 'eaves those 

appears from of using it, as 

worn-out elderly appearance at on m i ob>, ° usl - v t0 cma ciation and a 

ncral with the enjoyment ofhlbb li Ef" 0 ? of lfc ’ ca “ he consistent in ge- 
of the term of human life 1 . 3nd cbancc ofan aTer “ge prolongation 

unprofessionalTml many'mc^lical' erroneau ® n ?tions are entertained by most 
opium on those wlm Se b ^b-, Fe n 0nS ’^f ,he imme diate effects ofa dose of 
from the statements of extern V'T no, . ions *PP«»r.‘? be derived 

exaggerated view of the facts It Wb ° ba ' f * ln ab probability, given an 
much excitementis in the first i'll" “S equ f n . cc supposed that in general 
individual yields himself up to e\tmv'i^int° <JU f CCd, A ,n tbe m, - dst of wbicb » ever y 
with his ruling passion Whett^th , ** nt “** and expressions, corresponding 
all events eonvin^d b " ‘ h . cse , s “‘ements he correct or false, 1 am at 

effects must be extremely rare'inffi'is'coimtre* “i* 16 °r' be subj ' c !’ tbat such 
communicated to me from various ouartcr. " 'j Ac ™rdmg to the information 
self witnessed the ctotn nf Quarters, and confirmed bv what I have mv- 
at all dfi from 8 that of ^ordin^^ri^der his>se, is often not 
sition, and liveliness of ideas Prnn ^ h actne bab,ts » cheerful dispo- 

prepared to believe that in^anv inTil^ 1 ’? Te ”>' self . witnessed, I am quite 
influence of the drug no one liilln CS ’b?. b f" tbe °P IUIn -eater is under the 
This is abundantly shown bv the faeilit > ° S5- »k^ i! 3 'i? sus P' c ‘ on of the fact, 
secret. I„ ease 1th?“he ll\’s ^dEl ‘ bc babit may be >°"ff ke P‘ 

of the habit existing that 3 ““enfant was so completely ignorant 

tack of diarrhmf heltlrod a„ nS- Umm J ° ned *° he . r aid on account of an at- 
of the true state of matters bv the aid? d ° 5e ° f °P‘ urn * and was first warned 

“■ * t JSSSSlK 
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friends arc n?t at^UawSIftfhS'h^^die'nfafa°th hmost !nt!,,,!l,e 
can state from personal observat : on thit - r l ° u*? hab,t * In 0:150 third I 

«t.ng, no one could discover" from thc VcnHcm ' ^ ' M ° f ** Labit “* 
or acts. I am f urther indi . *™7.“ e ffcntleman s appearance, conversation, 

use opium, this drug, when it does '7 *" *?“ y persons unaccustomed to 
idiosyncratic cffec^foccasions 0r P roduce disagreeable 

effects will be often experienced whfn ft.*!!? b "I E *!"7 of 'deas; and that such 
exertion of the will, in all such ’in suin') 1 B0 P° r,fic influence is resisted by an 
tie stage of elevation is fo lowcd bv onc n'r^ n0t0 " 0Usl y - in » U opium-eaters, 
petite. But the opium-eater usnallv .T f E ’ dc P re5sl0n > and loss of ap- 

jf heis compelled t^pnear in aocL^nlT 0 "o *° be Scen at that ‘™e, and 
mg his dose.” ^ c »et^, he alters the face of matters by renew- 

considerable 6 proportion ^rson/ml fict **1 tbe .r :5ult °f his inquiries, “that a 

what would be expected fiL -, S addicted to the use of opium, contrary to 
quire little laxative medicinJ^r.d’ weI1 ' known 1 'nfluence on the intestines, re- 
third merely require" a UtlerhubaTn *" y at aL The sub j ect <*' 

that exercise counterac^ anv c^L, *'’ oncc 3 we ek, “ he finds 

subject of case'fiftl, rcquIresL'httives" 5 may ’ bave -, The 

she n hcV 

the more general rule, ^., 0 ^ 1 ^ 

pe^emf/we^^ prmous/y examined. -The ex- 

been lately performed bv ? any .respects interesting, have 

experimented n „ u .„ re by atmsic acii t^M 7 Grc .'P SWiUdc - The substances 
and phosphorous acid C d> o^haaotic acid, cyanous acid, cyanogen, 

SENSES “r ^Pot-the^n fiuniliarly 
ccrtained, not long ago, the effects nfth^ r P^ cs t or Gmelm of Tubingen as- 
body, and arrived at the sinVular re^, ,h,f ,° f D “”S aDe * ! on the animal 
into the veins, it produces an extrinrrim* w ^ ere tbc sulphate is injected 
and an inflammatoiy state of the liver p 3 *? lncre ase of the biliary secretion, 
togous effects are produced bv l ,e ^ Pr ° fc5s . or H . Unefeld b “ *>u£d, that ana- 
« a very feeble poison,if td/ed ^ °" ,bc ' ! 'er, but that it 

pve a rabbit from ten to fifteen grains scve^lT^ C *?* d a .P oison at »H- He 
had taken nearly two drachms- bM no effrrt l a ' d t } '\ tdl three days it 
crease in the secretion of urine Th, - T v rem, j kcci > except slight in- 

ncum was found coloured gra. ish’grXn th ^ b< ! ln £‘l 10 " k 'dlcd, the perito- 

the stomach and small inteftines natural’ th f™ 1 ln , tcstin es of a similar colour, 
except that the hearTafweU“Te’volulT’ ^ Kd "e)» "stuml,' 
easily tom than usual. The outer lobe of tl muscles, were rather more 

deep brownish-red, and at some nnint. L th '7 was P, ar,Iy bright red, partly 
indented. When the liver was incinerated ^ 0 ° "h 6 ° f boded llvcr > a ml easily 
hons of the presence of manganese hS ^h bCS ** Te une qmvocal indica- 
such indications were to be found 1 ^ ° UlCr or E ans > “ d in the blood, no 

derire^f;:mffro m P [,? c T m dd 7^ tba actio " «f>*Hc acid on indigo, and 
o^gen. Professor Hiinefeld h» fnTn “ 1'! ? con tP°und of carbon, azote and 
from doses of fifteen, twenty and rvrn’.hv) d ° E - a " d ™ bblts sustain no barm 
eludes that it is not poiso'nous 8 CVe,Tthirtyand he consequently con- 

twentj^gTains'^fth^^anite cf 0 pi^ S0n0 -Jh A nbbit SOt first fire ,nd ,hen 

Twenty grains of the skme « a if J wltho »Jt any appearance of suffering. 
effect whatever. And in like manner° m ^posed by phosphoric acid had also no 
the supertartrate of potass - Wben t 5 e same quantity, decomposed by 

This substance, ^herefore* S 'ap^ii d b| 1 77 e .. cd ’ , n0 . Perceptible effect P ensued y 
ppears in relation to us operation on the animal 
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pect most materially from cyanogen itself 8 °’ “,?£ d,fler ,n that «»- 

Cyanogm .—Professor Hiinefekl concei^fw e ber We 1 known com Pounds. 
made on the physiological properties cxpenmenls have yet been 

CouUon ascertained some time ago dial it is ver?^' • BUt here ?,* ,' a m ‘ 3takcn - 
mals, in whom it produces sometimes nure P n °V s t0 al1 tlle lower ani- 
(Journ. Universe! dcs Sc. Hfd ii 240 1 and ™ mctimes convulsions also, 
tained, that in vciy minute «m£i£r a " d Chri **> n 

(Edin. Med. andSurg. Journal jaylii 363 P i Th“ y “ a narc ot.c on plants, 
are confirmatory of the results now mended He n 7‘P e " men “ .of Hiincfcld 
matic trough, into the bottom of which the o-,. placed a rabbit in a pneu- 

wa, covered by pasteboard Ina few- m mufTitT' 13 ,ntroduc , ed * wbd <= the top 
anxiously; in four or five minutes sligTconvu sionilT r “ 0cs \ and breathed 
discharged, tlic tongue was protruded the eve. pm I"ed, feces were 
dilated; and the animal threw back its’head and m!!""' and t,lc pupils 
course of five or six minutes it uttered'»m e ci, P » P „ 1*^ StUpeficd - In the 
removed into the open air, it was and e5t P lr ed. Being then 

the body was examined, Uiee^cs were Z°d'nin t0 ^ ec ‘ resu ’<=itation. When 
flaccid, the abdomen distended and tense the SUa * V ^ u ^ en,n ff» muscles 
and lungs healthy, thc bmin healtln and d ’* rtoni “ b . intestines, liver, heart, 
perceptible odour of cyanogen gas. ‘ ’ d e ° r & ed; and there was not any 

tvere a^mp^s i tere(Mo - an^dult 1 ^ t 'b(,i^ Tai, p 0 °^ dl i S 3 ^ s ^ 1 n c e carefully prepared 

and would not eat, but soon afterwards it bees™ appeared a little restless, 
twenty-four hours a drachm r^dautd ™^' 7 t l uite *dL In 
the breathing became speedily difficult, and in the * ' ttJe ’*?**[» artcr which 
minutes the animal wasWss ZZjous yetavi^ ° f ^“ n ° r ,hirt f 
twelve hours it vomited a sanguinolent flffid and .h ™°I ,on - Ia ten or 
vulsions. The villous eoat of the stomach wi hrownis^'d ,n sIi ^ ht con- 
alone. There was very little phosphorous acid in it. n ' sb :|' ed near the cardia 
had a strong- acid reaction, owing to the presence nfm.S^ 5 lts cont enta 

men and other bowels were quite healthy as also th .“ nat,c ac ' d - The abdo- 

not contain any of the poison. The lungs and heart wee 1 " b ! 1 Ie ’ wh!ch d ' d 
the spleen also gorged and very red, the brain naturd the ItT?®' 6 ' 1 Wltl> blood » 
without acid reaction. Nowhere tas tW any ,d ?W ™t un ], and 

unne was strongly impregnated with „i,„ , '-- V m , °‘ phosphorus. The 
action of ammonia and sulphate of magnesia* 5 The MemJ PIKaTed fPOm 1)16 
the vagina a bloody fluid was found. Tlence, ths^bsmLTL red ’ andin 
a very active poison, and to operate not so m ,rh appaars not t0 be 

canal as by inducing some remote effects. It is not irnDrob^M%, th . e - al,mentai 7 
the special property of irritating the uterine system— Jj e !} , ! ltp ™» 

fnm Hom '* Jrchie - f* Mcdizinixht, ErMrung, ££ t . ZfoZ lK 2 * 
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4 ^f;r c ^fan^^ 

doric acid are to be suce\ssi^Tnro§u«dffiIn in £fc. S “ lp !'--" d 


«• -y 

P/- Sulphuric and 

long tube, the beak of the retort is to be taSted into a "‘"S’ throu S h » 

to a fine point at the other extremity. Heat is to h b ?- ™ ncd and drawn 
liquid boils, and is kept in this state for some time over a^mli e" d When ,he 
seen to pass oyer into the tube and solidify there-’the tub^f .' WlU be 

with water; thick white fumes escape at the .mlii s 13 t0 be kc Pt cool 
must be stopped before the mixture is discolo^d'and^ * L ThC opcration 
passes over, which does not congeal. The enSlf , soon as any liquid 
formed with smaU quantities of the perchloric 5^ 



